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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 30 December 2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. With respect to the "for connecting to wiring extending toward outside of the 
board" clause of using the other wiring, while features of an apparatus may be recited either 
structurally or functionally, claims directed to an apparatus must be distinguished from the prior 
art in terms of structure rather than function. In re Schreiber, 128 F.3d 1473, 1477-78, 44 
USPQ2d 1429, 1431-32 (Fed. Cir. 1997) A recitation of the intended use of the claimed 
invention must result in a structural difference between the claimed invention and the prior art in 
order to patentably distinguish the claimed invention from the prior art. If the prior art structure 
is capable of performing the intended use, then it meets the claim. (See MPEP 2111 [R-l]). 

Election/Restrictions 

2. Newly submitted claims 9 and 10 are directed to an invention that is independent or 
distinct from the invention originally claimed for the following reasons. This application 
contains claims directed to the following patentably distinct species: 

Species A: drawn to an electronic circuit having a resistor element being connected to the 
start point terminal side with respect to the cross regions; 

Species B: drawn to an electronic circuit having a resistor element being connected 
between the start point terminal side and the cross region. 

3. The species are independent or distinct because claims to the different species recite the 
mutually exclusive characteristics of such species. In addition, these species are not obvious 
variants of each other based on the current record. There is an examination and search burden 
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for these patentably distinct species due to their mutually exclusive characteristics. The species 
require a different field of search (e.g., searching different classes/subclasses or electronic 
resources, or employing different search queries); and/or the prior art applicable to one species 
would not likely be applicable to another species; and/or the species are likely to raise different 
non-prior art issues under 35 U.S.C. 101 and/or 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph. Upon the 
allowance of a generic claim, applicant will be entitled to consideration of claims to additional 
species which depend from or otherwise require all the limitations of an allowable generic claim 
as provided by 37 CFR 1.141. 

4. Since applicant has received an action on the merits for the originally presented 
invention, this invention has been constructively elected by original presentation for prosecution 
on the merits. Accordingly, claims 9 and 10 are withdrawn from consideration as being directed 
to a non-elected invention. See 37 CFR 1.142(b) and MPEP § 821.03. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claims 1, 5 and 9 are objected to because of the following informalities: "out side" 
should be "outside". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
5,220,443 to Noguchi. Noguchi teaches a matrix wiring substrate used as for example a drive 
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electrode assembly of an active matrix liquid crystal display, and more specifically to a matrix 
wiring substrate having a common electrode for preventing an electrostatic breakdown or 
destruction in a manufacturing process. As illustrated by circuit diagrams, a plurality of first 
level wirings (gate bus lines 3) are provided on an insulating substrate; a plurality of second level 
wirings (drain bus lines 4) are provided on the insulating substrate to intersect the first level 
wirings at a intersection P, and an insulating layer are provided at the intersection P so as to 
electrically separate the first and second level wirings from each other. The wiring substrate 
further comprises: a number of pixel electrodes 1 corresponding to pixels of the liquid crystal 
display and each associated with one TFT 2 for individually driving the corresponding pixel 
electrode 1; a gate (start) terminal 5 and a drain (end or ground) terminal arranged on a same side 
of the substrate via the intersection P, and non-linear resistor elements 21, 22, 31, 32, wherein 
since the non-linear elements 3 1 and 32 are connected between the checking pad 6 and the 
common electrode 9 and between the checking pad 8 and the common electrode 10, respectively, 
a current can be discharged from opposite ends of each bus line 3 or 4 to corresponding common 
electrode 9 or 10 without giving any adverse effect to the wiring checking. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CHARLIE PENG whose telephone number is (571)272-2177. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 9 am - 6 pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Frank G. Font can be reached on (571) 272-2415. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

01/20/2009 /CHARLIE PENG/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2883 



